
A clogging workshop brought to you by  

Blue Ridge Thunder Cloggers 

BRTC.us 

appalachianstomp.com 

Hillsboro, Virginia 

November 9, 2024 

stomp 
Appalachian 

2024 



Join us in 2025! November 8 

         
Our instructors will be Jeff Driggs and Gavin Cox 

Appalachian STOMP 

Honoring our veterans 

Army — This We'll Defend 

Air Force  — Aim High…Fly-Fight-Win 

Coast Guard — Semper Paratus — Always Ready  

Navy — No official motto. Some sources claim the unofficial motto Non sibi sed patriae  

 —  Not self, but country.  

Marines — Semper Fidelis — Always Faithful  

Space Force — Semper Supra — Always Above  

 



Schedule 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facility  The Appalachian Hall (Main Hall) has limited space. We ask that you keep personal 

items in the Café area (through the back door of the Appalachian Hall) and that you keep 

large items, such as coolers, outside. The beginner class and teaches will be held in the Blue 

Ridge Room. The Blue Ridge Room can be reached from the Café by heading out the side door 

and then past the stairs. For the seminars in the Old Dominion Room, head up the stairs and to 

the left. There is a bathroom in the back of the Café. Near the Blue Ridge Room, there are addi-

tional bathrooms and a water fountain with a bottle refill station. 

 

The Shenandoah Room will host advanced teaches in the Hillsboro Charter Academy. Exit the 

Appalachian Hall and head across the circle driveway to the round brick school building. 

 
Food  There is a one-hour break for lunch and the same for dinner. We strongly encourage you 

to take advantage of the arrangements we have planned for you. For lunch (only $8/person), 

we are serving hotdogs, chili or vegetarian soup, salad and dessert. For Dinner (only $8/person), 

we are providing pizza, salad and dessert. Tickets must be purchased by 11:00am.  

 
Raffle  If you would like to be part of the raffle drawings, purchase your tickets at the Registration 

Desk. Prices are 1/$1, 6/$5 or 20/$15. Drawings are held each hour from 10am-4pm (except 

lunch). Check the prize list at the Registration Desk for your number if you miss the drawing. 

Prizes: 

• Thumb drive with music & syllabus (for practice purposes) 

• $25 Amazon Gift Cards 

• Appalachian Stomp T-shirt (Large) 

• Clogging Shoe Holders 

• Free registration to Appalachian Stomp 2025 

• Free registration for the Nation Clogging Convention 2024 

Quilt Raffle  Separately, a quilt is being raffled by Joshua’s Hands with the winner being drawn 

today. Tickets are $2/ticket or 6/$10.  www.joshuashands.org 

8:30-9:00am Registration 

9:00-noon  Classes 

Noon-1:00pm Lunch Break  

1:00-5:00pm Classes  

5:00-6:00pm Dinner Break 

6:00-7:30pm  Fun Dance 





Welcome 
Welcome to Appalachian Stomp 2024 - Clogging in The Gap!  

BRTC is pleased to once again welcome everyone to Hillsboro’s Historic Old Stone School and, NEW this 

year, our expanded space in the Hillsboro Charter Academy in Hillsboro (VA). Hillsboro sits in the gap of 

Short Hill Mountain, so it has been known as “The Gap” since it was settled. We are pleased to have you 

join us as we clog in The Gap! 

 

We are excited to have Darolyn and Andy teaching routines and leading the fun dance today!  

We have many of our favorite regional and local instructors returning this year to teach classes from be-

ginner to advanced! Mary, Jayne, Kathy, Pam, Joyce,  Lynn, Barb, Janet, Thomas, and Tiffany. A special 

welcome to Theresa Werner—a new instructor to Appalachian Stomp. Also, a very happy return-

welcome to Mary Smith following her recovery from surgery at this time last year. 

 

As in the past, both lunch and dinner will be available for purchase on-site. 

Lunch ($8/person) includes hotdogs, chili or vegetarian soup, salad, and dessert 

Dinner ($8/person) includes pizza, salad, and dessert 

Purchase your meal tickets by 11AM and enjoy your meal breaks with friends right here! 

 

Our raffle prizes this year include: syllabus and music on a thumb drive; Appalachian Stomp 2024 t-shirt 

(size Large); Amazon gift card ($25 value); free registration for Appalachian Stomp 2025; clogging shoe 

holder (Cute! Must-See!); and free registration for National Clogging Convention 2024 with spending 

voucher! Tickets can be purchased at the registration table. Drawings will be held each hour. Listen for 

the announcements in the main room and check the drawing board for your number! 

 

Whether you live near or far, we are pleased that you have chosen to spend your day with us! For those 

who traveled, we especially thank you for making the effort and hope you will find time to enjoy historic 

Hillsboro and the Purcellville area.  

 

As of press time, cloggers from the following groups pre-registered :  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special welcome to the military veterans who have chosen to join us today, on Veterans Day week-

end. These include Jilleah Anderson (Marine Corp & Army), Larry Aucker (Air Force), and Frank Snyder 

(Army). Your service to our country is deeply appreciated and we hope this is a special day for you! 

 

Thank you to everyone here today for being a part of our day! We have worked to make this a joyful day 

of dance. Enjoy the day and e-mail us (info@brtc.us) if you have suggestions for making Appalachian 

Stomp better next year.  

Blue Ridge Thunder Cloggers Kountry Kickers 

Bull Run Cloggers Mt. Heritage Cloggers 

Cardinal Cloggers Silver Eagle Cloggers 

Cloverleaf Cloggers Skyline Country Cloggers 

Covered Bridge Cloggers Wild Laurel Cloggers 

Hill City Cloggers Wills Mountain Cloggers 



INSTRUCTORS  

Darolyn Pchajek (Dar) is the proud mom of Joshua (22), 

Grace (19), and Andrew (17). She taught clogging through-

out all three pregnancies, and they all came out dancing! All 

three kids are tappers and love to make song suggestions to 

Mom for her choreography. Andrew sometimes clogs with 

her as well and was a huge help during her online classes 

during the Covid Pandemic. 

 

Dar was born and raised in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. 

She began clogging in 1998 with the club Cut 'n Loose. She 

caught on quickly, and was subbing for her teacher, Gerry, 

within two years. He hung up his clogging shoes, and passed 

the club onto Darolyn. She re-named it "Dare to Clog" to do a 

play on her name. She loves teaching as it gives her such a 

thrill to watch her students catch on to new steps, and enjoy 

dancing a routine - especially to one she's choreographed. 

She likes to post her choreography on YouTube, and have 

people contact her about dancing her routines. (She has heard from people as far away as 

Germany, France, & Australia!) 

 

She started travelling to teach at different conventions in 2008, and has taught at several work-

shops throughout Canada and the States. She has been an Instructor at the National Clogging 

Convention for several years and has also been a featured instructor at many workshops. She 

was chosen as the Featured Instructor for the Australian National Convention in September, 

2018. 

 

She is so pumped to teach again with one of her best friends, Andy Howard, at the 2024        

Appalachian Stomp. She and Andy had such a fabulous time there in 2019 and are so looking 

forward to seeing and meeting everyone again and having a great time dancing together! 

Darolyn Pchajek  
daretoclog@gmail.com 

 



Director, American Racket Cloggers 

 

Andy Howard is a sixth generation Floridian currently living in 

Atlanta (since 2016). He earned a Masters of Arts in Ameri-

can Dance Studies from Florida State University, authoring a 

thesis on the history and social origins of American Team 

Clogging. He also earned a Masters of Arts in International 

Business from the University of Florida.  

 

Andy founded and leads the 501(c)3 performance and 

teaching organization, American Racket (@AmericanRacket), 

dedicated to outreach and education on the subject of 

clogging, North American community dance, and old-time 

music and has led performance tours of the troupe through-

out the U.S. and in South Korea, Italy, Brazil, Canada and 

Costa Rica. American Racket has shared stages with Bill 

Cosby, Ted Koppel, Wayne Brady, Sister Hazel, Sugar Ray, 

Dane Cook and others. The Sautee Stomp Clogging Week-

end (http://sauteestomp.square.site) is a program of American Racket occurring on the last 

weekend in September outside of Helen, Georgia. In 2023, American Racket started presenting 

old-time music workshops in addition to clogging. (Tax deductible donations to American  

Racket can be made on Venmo @americanracket, Paypal (@americanracket) or traditional       

payment options.) 

 

Andy is also an old-time fiddler and a member of The Sugar Gliders (@TheSugarGlidersOT)      

oldtime string and dance band, based in Atlanta. He teaches fiddle and old-time repertoire for 

string instruments at the Frank Hamilton School in Decatur, Georgia. 

 

His professional career focuses on non-profit management (and formerly communications, art 

direction and education) for companies including Orlando Opera Company, Orlando Reperto-

ry Theatre, the University of Florida College of the Arts, the University of Florida Department of 

Recreational Sports and (currently) the Georgia Tech Research Corporation in Atlanta.  

 

He has taught credit-earning dance courses in tap, clogging and world dance at Florida State 

University and Santa Fe College, worked as an entertainer at Walt Disney World Resort and was 

a weekly instructor for the University of Florida's Dance for 

Life program which involves researching the impact of 

movement and dance on people with Parkinson's         

Disease and their caregivers.  

 

He holds a Group Exercise certification from the Aerobics 

and Fitness Association of America (AFAA). He was       

inducted into the All American Clogging Team in 2002, 

the Clogging Team of the Decade in 2010, and the     

Florida Clogging Hall of Fame in 2015. 

Andy Howard 
americanracket@gmail.com 

 



Mary Smith  

luv2clog@starpower.net 
 

Mary Smith is a native of the plains of rural northeastern Montana. The 

roots of clogging lie deep in her heritage as her grandparents include   

natives of Ireland and the mountains of southwestern Virginia. Mary 

moved to Austin (TX) in the early 1980s upon college graduation, and it 

was there that she took a class in beginning clog dancing. She got on 

stage for the first time as a performer in the spring of 1988 and by 1990 was 

teaching the beginner lessons for her group, Clickety Cloggers. At this time 

she also became the director of the group's exhibition team and  began choreographing routines. 

When a job change brought her to the Washington (DC) area in 1995, she still returned to Texas 

twice a year to teach at clogging workshops. In June of 1997, she adopted some orphaned      

cloggers who organized as Blue Ridge Thunder. Mary has taught more than 450 people how to clog. 

As she puts it, clogging is “Way too much fun!” 

 

Honoring Family Veterans: Grandfather (Army); Father (Coast Guard);  

Brother (Navy) 

HONORING THOSE WHO SERVED 

Veterans Day honors all Veterans (those who formerly served), living and deceased. 

 Established 1954. Officially 11/11 in tribute to the Armistice signed 11/11/1918. 

 Memorial Day is strictly about those who gave their lives for US independence and stability. 

(Last Monday in May.) 

 Armed Forces Day honors everybody who currently serves or has seen  

military service. (Third Saturday in May.) 



Joyce Guthrie is the mother of seven children —  three accomplished 

cloggers. She has been dancing since 1997 and is proud to be a part 

of the Blue Ridge Thunder Cloggers, where she serves as VP and Co-

Dance Instructor. She achieved CCI certification through CLOG, the 

national clogging organization, in 2010.  

A graduate of the University of Florida (Go, Gators!), Joyce spent 

some interesting years as a trauma nurse. She set aside her           

stethoscope to love and homeschool her children. She is in leadership 

positions with two nonprofit organizations, that keep her involved with teen safe driving, education, 

community service, faith-based initiatives and clogging:-)  

A dreamer at heart, she is always coming up with ideas; some are met with enthusiasm —  to her  

delight:-) Joyce loves choreography and enjoys web design. She maintains a website that lists and 

links to as many clogging groups as she can find. There is an interactive map to search for clogging 

groups globally. Check it out and keep your info current:  www.iClog.us      

 

Joyce Guthrie 
joyce@brtc.us 

Honoring Family Veterans: Step father (Navy); Father-in-law (Marines) 

- pilot Korean War; two sons (Marines) 

A third generation clogger, Jayne’s love affair with clogging began in 

1980 when her granddaddy, “Pappy,” learned to clog....at 65 years 

young! Soon after, Pappy taught his grandkids how to clog in his barn, 

living to see four generations of his family become accomplished      

cloggers. 

Jayne began teaching clogging in 1985. In 1991, she founded East 

Country Hoedowners (retired 2013). ECH made annual appearances on 

the WCTI-TV 12 Cystic Fibrosis Telethon for over 30 years. 

An eastern North Carolinian since birth, Jayne has resided in Virginia since 2012. She has received 

many honors including NCHC All-Star Team (1994), America’s Clogging Hall of Fame All-American 

Team (1996) and more. She has performed and competed with many groups, most recently (July 

2023) in Spain with the Yellow Rose Cloggers (OH). 

Jayne is passionate about teaching proper movement and technique at all levels and styles of 

clogging. She has taught at many public and private workshops in the America and Germany. With 

a strong background in traditional/drag-slide clogging, Jayne’s priority is to pass these traditional 

forms down to current and future generations, educating them in the roots of clogging and  

encouraging all Cloggers to “keep the tradition alive.” 

Jayne Treadwell 
Learn2Clog@hotmail.com 

Honoring Family Veterans: Father (Army Medic/Nurse) Korea War; Brother (Army);  

Brother-in-law (Army Retired Chaplain) 



Kathy Moore 
www.kamclogger.org  

Kathy learned to clog from Tandy Barrett in 1985, while living in Atlanta

(GA). She is currently the director of the Calico Cloggers of Northern Virginia, 

and is Clogging Advisor to the Washington Area Square Dance Cooperative 

Association. 

Kathy completed the CLOG Certified Clogging Instructor program in 2004.  

She has taught at various clogging and square dance workshops around the 

East Coast, as well as classes with Fairfax Country Recreation Authority. Her 

personal website is currently www.kamclogger.org, and the Calico Cloggers 

site is www.calicocloggers.us.  

Kathy retired (May 2023) from her job as a web developer, working for the National Weather        

Service National Centers for Environmental Prediction.  

 

Pam Smiley 
clogrpam@gmail.com 

Pam Smiley has been involved in every aspect of clogging since she began 

in 1980. Her love of percussive dance led her to clogging and the tradition 

of the dance grabbed her heart. Living in California where clogging was in 

its infancy at the time, she traveled to get more exposure to the culture of 

clogging, meeting many people along the way.  

She began with a performance team 4 months after starting her journey 

and has danced with several different groups though the years and        

currently dances with BRTC. Clogging has given Pam the opportunity to do 

so many things that without clogging would probably not have been af-

forded to her. This includes travel and performing in many types of shows, from County Fairs to an 

International Dance Festival with Sammy Davis Jr. She has been a competitive clogger (singles,  

duos and team), including a National Championship. She has chaired 3 clogging workshops for a 

total of more than 20 years, she also taught at many of them. She is a Certified Clogging Instructor 

and a certified NCHC judge and has judged competitions all over the country. Pam is currently the 

editor of the CLOG Today magazine published by C.L.O.G. Having clogged in 18 states and on a 

cruise ship in the Caribbean, she has a goal to clog in every state.    

With all of the things clogging has given to her, the biggest is the relationships. Pam can say that 

clogging has given her the opportunity to meet so many people around the country and the world 

and she counts them all as family. 

Honoring Family Veterans: Both parents (Air Force); Uncle (Army - Vietnam) 



Lynn has a life-long passion for dance and fitness. She loves the energy 

that comes from the fusion of movement and music and often finds herself 

creating new choreography. Lynn’s clogging journey began in 2010 when 

her daughter, a competitive dancer recovering from ankle reconstructive 

surgery, informed her surgeon that mom (unbeknownst to her) and she 

were going to take a beginner clogging class as the start of her re-entry 

into the dance world. The rest is history.  

Lynn has a BS in Biology from Rutgers University, New Brunswick (NJ). She 

worked for 12 years in research and development for pharmaceutical 

companies, and 23 years in fitness for the YMCA in NJ, MD and of the USA. Lynn holds 10 fitness    

instructor certifications, the National Clogging CCI certification and is an ASHI Basic Instructor.      

Her most cherished blessing is being the mother of 3 children and the grandmother “Nisi” of one   

grandson.   

Presently, Lynn is the owner and director of X-ercise X-plosion and serves as president of the Carroll 

County Cloggers. Her theory is “Life is what you make it, so…Just Dance!” 

Lynn Grassi 
lynngrassi@verizon.net 

Clogging for me has always been about the special folks I meet 

and the outstanding fun we have together. I live in South Park PA 

but often feel like I spend equal time in hotel rooms attending    

various clogging workshops. I am grateful for the opportunities   

given to me to teach, to perform with other clubs, and for my 

team members who show up faithfully. I passionately believe every 

clog dancer needs to attend workshops. It helps the individual 

dancer grow which in turn helps their club grow. More importantly 

do not miss the PART-A! 

  

Barb Elko 
pioneercloggers@gmail.com 

Honoring Family Veterans: Bother (Army 1983-1993) He was raised by Barb from the age 

of 12 years old. 



Janet Sileo began clogging in Mountain View (AR) in 1990 with the Ozark 

Foothill Cloggers. Clogging is an important part of the Ozark Mountain  

heritage, and the passion the community showed for folk dancing was 

contagious. Janet joined the Cardinal Cloggers, under the direction of 

Theresa Werner, CCI, in 2004 when she relocated from Arkansas to     

Northern Virginia with her husband, Thomas Sileo, CCI.    

Janet finds joy in dancing with her husband; she loves teaching, traveling 

to workshops and choreographing but her favorite part of clogging is the 

special friendships she has forged through dance.   

Janet is a Certified Clogging Instructor. 

 

Janet Sileo 
janet.sileo@yahoo.com 

 

Honoring Family Veterans: Aunt (Army) authored a book about her family’s Vietnam 

MIA -- Keeping the Promise 

Thomas Sileo resides in Sterling (VA) with his wife, Janet, and his dog,    

Boudin. Tom’s wife introduced him to clogging in 2004, and after a    

decade of watching practices, attending performances and workshops, 

he finally took his first “beginners from scratch class” in 2014. He has been 

clogging with the Cardinal Cloggers ever since, and he loves traveling 

around the country to attend clogging workshops with his wife. He       

especially enjoys catching up with old friends, meeting new cloggers 

and learning new routines. Tom also has an impressive t-shirt collection 

from around the world, but his favorites include shirts from all the places 

he has lived (New Jersey, Virginia, Mexico, Germany, Pennsylvania, Arkansas and most recently 

England).  

Tom volunteers at his local fire station running and organizing special events.  

Tom received his CCI certification at the 2022 National Convention in Austin (TX). 

Thomas Sileo 
Tom2Clog@gmail.com  

Honoring Family Veterans: Father (Army) did two tours of Vietnam and was a 

Purple Heart recipient 



Tiffany Hetherington 
yourrd2003@gmail.com 

  

Tiffany discovered BRTC and clogging in 2018 and began clogging with her 

daughter, Quinn. She was instantly hooked! She has lived in many places and 

is a die-hard Auburn fan. In addition to clogging, she enjoys scrapbooking 

and competing in Ironman triathlons. Since moving to Virginia with her        

husband and 2 daughters in 2018, she has also picked up gardening.           

Appalachian Stomp was her very first clogging workshop, and she is excited 

to be teaching a routine again this year.  

 

Honoring Family Veterans: Grandfather (Marines at age 16) WWII Purple Heart 

recipient then Army officer/helicopter pilot until retirement; Father  

(Army - Vietnam); Husband West Point graduate (Army —  Kosovo and Iraq; 

Brother (Air Force Retired) 

Theresa Werner has been clogging since she was 13 years old.   

She is the founder and director of the Cardinal Cloggers. She is a 

Certified Clogging Instructor and loves to teach clogging.  Theresa 

is an award-winning journalist, currently working at PBS Newshour.  

She was the first freelance journalist elected president of the       

National Press Club, the world’s leading professional organization 

for journalist.   

Theresa’s dad was a 30-year navy veteran, and his service inspired her to support and honor our  

nation’s veterans. She is on the national board of the Honor Flight Network, helping to bring veterans 

to the nation’s capital for a day of honor. 

When Theresa isn’t dancing, she loves to travel and explore new places. 

  

Theresa Werner 
theresa_werner@hotmail.com 

Honoring Family Veterans: Father (Navy) 



BRTC Board 
 

Charlessa McConnell - President 

Father (Army) Served in Germany; Grandfather (Navy) WWII 

Grandfather (Army); Father (Coast Guard); Brother (Navy) 

Mary Smith - Vice President, Treasurer, Co-Dance Instructor 

Joyce Guthrie - Vice President, Co-Dance Instructor 

Tiffany Hetherington - Secretary 

Father (US Navy) graduated US Naval Academy 1944 - USS New Mexico, served in the    

Pacific Theater until the end of WWII; 1950, returned to Naval Academy to teach Physics  

to midshipmen. There he met and married a beautiful Navy Nurse, Lieutenant Catherine 

Jackson (my mom). Both served in Korean War. Father retired (1973) with 30 years of       

service. Thank you both for your service and your mentorship. Love you and miss you    

everyday.   

Chris Louder - Venue Coordinator 

Step father (Navy); Father-in-law (Marines) pilot Korean War; two sons (Marines) 

Grandfather (Marines at age 16)  WWII Purple Heart recipient then Army    

officer/helicopter pilot until retirement; Father (Army - Vietnam); Husband 

(West Point graduate/Army) - Kosovo and Iraq; Brother (Air Force Retired) 



Thanks 
The Appalachian Stomp is only possible through the generosity of MANY people and organizations 

sharing in their time, talent, and resources. Each contribution is a significant and valuable addition 

to making this workshop not just possible, but wonderfully memorable. 

 

Our sincere gratitude to our featured instructors — Darolyn Pchajek and Andy Howard. Darolyn 

and Andy are both top-notch individual instructors and an awesome teaching duo! 

We are extremely grateful to our returning regional and local instructors — Mary Smith, Jayne 
Treadwell, Kathy Moore, Pam Smiley, Joyce Guthrie, Lynn Grassi, Theresa Werner, Barb Elko, Janet 

Sileo, Thomas Sileo, and Tiffany Hetherington. We are especially pleased that Theresa Werner has 

agreed to teach at the Appalachian Stomp for the first time! The generosity of our instructors in cho-

reographing for and teaching at the Appalachian Stomp is the only way we are able to provide a 

wonderful variety of dances! 

While the instructors are a very visible portion of the workshop, there are innumerable helping 

hands who provide critical assistance and ensure the success of the day! Special thanks to a few 

of these people (in no particular order): 

 

Chris Louder — pre-registration management, managing stage construction (while recovering from 

hand surgery), and decoration supplies 

Mary Smith — sound equipment management and the person who knows all the answers 

Jayne Treadwell — teaching the Beginner from Scratch class and the use of her sound equipment 

Pam Smiley, Lynn Grassi — use of their sound equipment 

Joyce Guthrie (our event coordination consultant extraordinaire) — hosting Darolyn and Andy, 

preparing salads, creating the schedules of teaches, coordinating set-up and clean-up, and much 

more 

Sherilyn and Hannah Holmes — t-shirt design 

Judy Taylor — syllabus design and preparation 

Tiffany Hetherington — marketing and promotion 

All of the BRTC members and family who helped by soliciting donations, promoting the workshop, 

decorating the venue, setting up equipment, registering attendees, preparing lunch and dinner, 

filming, photographing, cleaning up, and completing the slew of other details that are inherent  in 

hosting a workshop. 

We also very much appreciate the local businesses that make donations in support of the           

Appalachian Stomp, including NOVEC, Bank of Clarke County, Papa Johns, and Giant. 

This event also received generous support from the local Purcellville Arts Council with the Virginia 

Commission for the Arts and the National Endowment for the Arts.   

And finally, but not least, our thanks and appreciation go out to each of you for attending          

Appalachian Stomp 2024! As we bring clogging to The Gap and celebrate our veterans, your   

participation and support are the key to our success! 

Some Days You Gotta Dance! 

Blue Ridge Thunder Cloggers 

 

 





























































































The Blue Ridge Thunder Cloggers organized in the summer of 1997, although some of our 

members have danced for many years with other groups. We are about forty in number, 

including our Intermediate and beginner students. Our youngest dancer is ten years old. 

Our instructor, Mary Smith, is fond of saying that we will take new students up to the age of 

101!  

We offer beginner classes to people of all ages and proficiency levels. No prior 

dance  experience is required in order to participate in one of our classes. We are also 

available  to teach traditional figures to groups and get-togethers. We dance to all types 

of music including traditional bluegrass, country, pop, rock, Irish, orchestral and any other 

form of music that suits our fancy.  

Just like other groups, BRTC was impacted in a variety of ways by the pandemic—we 

couldn’t practice for three months, we didn’t perform for 18 months, and we lost our    

practice location of more than two decades. When we resumed classes after the         

mandated shut-down, we moved to the larger barn on the same property to allow for     

socially-distanced practices, but it did not have AC or heat. In early 2021, we received    

notice that the private property where we had practiced for more than two decades 

would no longer be available to us the next year. After a fervent search, we moved to a 

space that worked for us for two years. In the fall of 2023, we moved to the Lovettsville 

Game Protective Association (LGPA) Hall—a larger space that works better for percussive 

dancing with its wooden floors. Temporarily, BRTC is practicing at the Old Stone School 

while the LGPA Hall is undergoing some major renovations. 

Lovettsville sits at the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains. It is a community where tradition 

and family are very important and Blue Ridge Thunder tries to maintain that  atmosphere.  

We’re thrilled to bring you this event and hope that you are truly blessed by being here.  

Blue Ridge Thunder Cloggers  

www.BRTC.us  

info@BRTC.us 

mailto:info@BRTC.us


Hillsboro’s Historic  

Old Stone School 
If you take the time to observe details of the Old 

Stone School, you’ll see a beloved building in the 

midst of being both preserved and updated to 

serve the current needs of its community. Like the 

majority of buildings in the Hillsboro community, this 

building is made of sandstone rock. 

 

Originally named Locust Grove Academy when it was constructed in 1874, this building was one of the first 

public school buildings in Loudoun County. In 1911, the Locust Grove Academy became the first school in 

the county to provide a school bus (horse-drawn) for students in the surrounding area. The addition of the 

western portion of the building in 1917 allowed the community school to expand to the middle school 

grades. In 1929, the building was expanded again to create the auditorium. In the current cafe area 

(between the auditorium and the kitchen), you will find pictures of the building, students and the horse-

drawn school bus from the Locust Grove Academy era. 

 

Neighboring this historic building is a uniquely shaped round school building which was built in 1966 and 

opened as Hillsboro School. In 2015-2016, Loudoun County Public Schools ceased operation of the Hillsboro 

Elementary School. A group of local families proposed continuing to operate the school as a charter school  

— managed by a local board, but still under the umbrella of Loudoun County Public Schools. In Fall 2016,  

Hillsboro Charter Academy opened. 

 

The opening of Hillsboro School precipitated the closure of Locust Grove Academy. This resulted in the  

original building being called the “Old School” as it was used as a community center. Since 1976, Hillsboro   

Community Association, a nonprofit organization, has been lobbying, fundraising and grant-writing in order 

to see the Old Stone School building preserved and maintained. They saw the Old Stone School added to 

the National Register of Historic places in 1979.  

 

In 2007, Loudoun County officially handed over maintenance of the Old Stone School to Hillsboro          

Community Association. At the time, there was an estimated $400,000 of work needed on the building,    

including a new roof and drainage system, stabilization of the exterior walls and foundation, a new HVAC 

system and other updates and modernizations. Shortly after that, a fire in the building and the partial       

collapse of an exterior wall forced some immediate repairs.  

 

Today, the Hillsboro Old Stone School is owned and maintained by the Town of Hillsboro. In recent years, the 

Town has completed the expansive deck area around the building and the patio with fountain on the east 

side of the building. Additionally, the bathrooms in the west end of the building have been modernized,  

enlarged and made handicapped accessible. There are plans to expand and update the kitchen and the 

bathroom in the east side of the building. 

 

Currently the building houses the government offices of the town and is rented out for weddings, craft 

shows and other local events, such as BRTC’s 25th Birthday Party and the Appalachian Stomp. The town  

uses the property to host community events like a weekly farmers market, summer music concerts and     

literary events. The town’s annual Independence Day Celebration is a major event with arguably the best 

fireworks in Loudoun County.  

 

Additional history of the Old Stone School and the Hillsboro community can be found in these resources. 

“Hillsboro School History.” Hillsboro Charter Academy, Loudoun County Public Schools, 2020, https://

www.lcps.org/Page/47542 

“Hillsboro, Loudoun County, Virginia.” Wikipedia, Wikimedia Foundation, 27 September 2023, https://

en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hillsboro,_Loudoun_County,_Virginia. 

Nelson, Robert.“Hillsboro Government Takes Over Management of Old Stone School.” Washington Post, 2 

January 2017. 

Wilson, Richard Guy, et al. “Hillsboro” SAH Archipedia, Society of Architectural Historians, 2002, https://sah-

archipedia.org/buildings/VA-01-NP8. 

Old Stone School circa 2016  

https://www.lcps.org/Page/47542
https://www.lcps.org/Page/47542
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hillsboro,_Loudoun_County,_Virginia
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hillsboro,_Loudoun_County,_Virginia
https://sah-archipedia.org/buildings/VA-01-NP8
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